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; roads, there were apparently no funds available to pay for the necessary
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The very precarious position of the Iranian economy caused by the oil dispute
hes resulted in the virtually complete deterioration of the road-meintenance

program throughout the country. qduring“ and
the roads Were reasonapLy well kept up. Rock 25X1X

efter World Wer II, [NNEGERNG

and send piles were maintained at frequent intervals along all the roads and 25X1X
labor gangs worked more or less constantly to keep potholes filled in, wash- '
outs repaired, etc.
however, although the rock and sand piles were still to be found along.the

workers. As a result, the condition of any given roaed in Iran is dependent
upon two factors: weather and traffic. It 1s of course not advisable to tr
to travel by road anywhere in Iran during the spring rainy reason

Although the effect of heavy reins : roads, P Yy
on those Poads which run through river valleys or at the foot of mountains,
gince drainsge from higher ground causes weshouts and flash-floods or turns
the sand into almost impassible mud.
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25X1Ae. _ asphalt-surfaced roads in Iran are the following:

25X1A

e

25X1R-

8. Teliran to the Iraq border via Qazvin, Hamadan and Kermanshah.
This road is in good condition from the Iraq border to Hamadan. .
 From Hamadsn to Tehran it ie poor. A new asphalt section of Y
20 miles was under construction in||j ] ncar Qazvin.

b. Hemadsn to Abadan 25X1A
C. Tehran to Qum

d. ©Shiraz to é point about 15 miles north of Shiraz elong the
road to Tehran

In addition, the following smaller towns have asphalt main streets: .

Damghan
Nishapur
Meshed
Bam
Kerman
Yezd
. Isfahan [ ‘
" ..’ . Shiraz co e : .
R ',Shah Reza ) I : oy
The rest: of the roaasmw e, of two-vehicle wid’bh, dirt-
surfaced: except where eLeriorateq 1nto nobhing more thHan fracks through

the desert..

| the volume: and type of traffic over any given Iranisn
road: are principal factors.in its condition due to the absence of aiorganized
maintenance program.. The bad. washboard condition of meny of the roeds is

due to. the relatlvely large volume of heavy truck traffic passing over them,
Those routes used less, frequently and by lighter vehicles _6tand up better.

During my first trip through Iran I would
describe the traffic volume

¥ain to Anarak and Nakhleks: two trucks encounteredo The road, is
excellent having a hard bed which does. not. require much’ upkeep.
-~ Although reletively few vehicles use the road, they are very
heavy, being trucks running from the' mines neer Nakhlak to
Isfahan and Qum.

From Nekhlsk to Khur: There is only one truck per week using this
.road. This truck starts from Isfahan, carries supplles end
mail first to Jandag end. then returns along the same road
t0 the turnoff for Farrukhi and Khur,

From Khur to Garmseb; No vehicles, just cemels and, surprisingly,
bleycles. Farther along this same route, however,  the road
- 18 more frequently used, inasmuch as there are two trucks -
running per week from Yezd to Nakhlak‘via Pusht~-1-Badam.

Pusht-1-Badam o Tebas: Two busses and three trucks. Busses in
Iran, particularly in the most remote sections, usually
travel in pairs. This route is e main Pilgrim route.,

From Tabas to Jumin: eight cars. We also noticed perheps half a
dozen %rucks parked in Firdaus.
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From Jumin to Birjand; About twelve trucks and four or five cars,
even though it was snowing at the time we used this route.
- Incidentally, this is the first section we used of the road
- from Mesghed to Zahidan which 1s without a doubt the best
‘dirt-surfaced road in Iren. BExactly 999 kilometers in length,
it vase comstructed by the British during World War II at the
same time that they built the road from Tehran to Meshed. The
‘Pehran-Meshed route, however, is in considersbly worse con-
dition due principally to the heavier traffic on it. The
Meshed-Zahidaen route has a stone merker every kilometer.
Unlike the case with most Iranian roads, all these markers are
in place. Elsewhere; they-are- often removed for usé by the
‘local inhabitants in meking houses; etc.

Birjand to the cite of the imscription at Khusf (Khosf) and’ return
to Birjand: Only one truck all day.

Birjand to Zahidan: Four cars.

From Zahidan to Zabul: Fairly heavy automoblle traffic but no
trucks. We also noted a dozen busses and trucks on the
Zabu; side of the ferry.

~ From Zahidan'tc Kwash (Vasht): none
From Kwash tbﬂlranshahrz Two cars {one of which was the roed inspector“s)
and one - truck"- I IR ' A :
| From. Zahidan to Bams- Oﬁé bus°"* ‘ﬁ-
From Bam to Kermenz Two truoksn e
:;”fFTom Kerman to Yezdo Four to six trucks°W fh
‘From Yezd o Naing -Four to six truckSa
From Nein to Isfehsn: None
ssorted vehjcles.

From Isfahen to Shiraz: Twenty

ty a
‘ 25X1A
5. During my trip to Afghanistan _ ‘the following traffic was encountered~

From Tehran to Meshed: We encountered the following numbers of - vehiclesv
Five to six trucks; 1h4 to 15 busses; 12 tank trucks; and four

to five cars plue & few parked cars in the towms. 25X1A
: the daily traffic along this route 1 ee
25X1A M
vimes thils vo ume . _ .

From Meshed to the Afghan frontier= Three trucks, one tank truck.
The last gasoline supply on this road is located in Turbat-i-Jam.
The road from Meshed to the frontier- 13 no worse than the main
road from Tehran to Meshed.

From Turbat~l-Jem to Herat (Afghanistan):: One vehicle“in Iran and
two in Afghanistan. There were four trucks end two sutomobiles
in Herat. ) " -

From Herat to Obeh: One truck.

wends
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